THE FENMER Community Church has been undergaing
renovations this week as part of its 200th anniversary
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celebration today and Sunday. A revival meeting and a special
marning service are among the weekend's planned activities.

Restoration and Revival

Descendant of Fenner’s namesake to preach at church

By Debra J. Groom
Staft writer

The Lord works in mysterious ways.

Richard Fenner — pastor, evangelist
and contractor — has brought his fMock
from Glendale Baptist Church in Paw
Faw, Mich., to help put the physical and
spiritual light back into the church in his
namesake own,

In Thursday's sweltering heal, men
from Michigan and the rural Madison
County town of Fenner climbed on scaf-
folding, removing the outside walls on the
south side of the Fenner Community
Church. Children helped put posis into the
ground for tents. Women pulled siding of
the rotting wood,

“*Something made a connection for me
with this place,” said Fenner, as he sai
with a lemonade under the huge revival
tent he will use for his meetings and ser-
mons this weekend. "1 feel connected
here, ancestrally and spiritually.”™

The Fenner Community Church is cele-
hrating its 200th anniversary today and
Sunday with special events at the Fenner
Comers church site. Along with food, en-
terainment, games and muosic, Fenner will
conduct a revival mesting Saturday nighn
and a special service at 11 a.m. Sunday.

Fenner said divine intervention may
have led hiny — a man whao is a direct de-

scendant of the town of Fenner's
namesake — o spend Gime here this
wieckend,

O course, T didn’t know any of the
people who founded this church, but the
faith they had in the communily was tre-
mendous,'” said Fenner, 47, 1 'm very ex-
cited about, their faith, and that we are a
kindred spirit to what they had in estab-
lishing the church 200 years ago.”

Fenner, a primarily rural town of 1,680
people, was named for a former Rhode Is-
land governor and senator. A Fenner did
eventwally come o Madison County, but
didn’t stay long.

“They must have spent a winter here
and decided this was not for them,” said
Gerald Davies, Fenner town  histonan.
*“*You have to be a linle hearty 1o live in
Fenner.'”

Richard Fenner learned of the wown of
Fenner a few years ago, While at an evan-
gelism meeting in Massachuseis last yvear,
he decided o seek it out while on his way
back to Michigan,

“We were wld it was in Herkimer
County,”” he said, ““We talked o0 some
people in a couple of county seats amd a
made & couple of comtacts. And then |
talked to Grerry Davies,"”

Fenner fell in love with the uay but ma-

jestic Fenner church and vowed to help all
he could. During the winter, he made new
parnts for the bell iower,

But with all the hustle and bustle
around him, and his neardy 30 church
members working and sticking their heads
in water 0 keep cool, Feaner said he
hopes o do more than just renovace e
church this weekend.

**1 hope to restore the church, b also
restore the people,”” he said. ““That is my
vision, There is going to be a revitaliza-
tion here,”’ :

He also promised excitement.

“I'm what vou call a 4-5 pastor, There
will be los of shoutin®, slompin’, span’
and sweain®, 7 he said.

Karen Beach, a meter reader in Kalama-
zoo, said she jumped at the chance 1o
come (o New York to help in Fenner,

*“This church 15 Tull of the Holy Spirnt,
and it has so much hisory,”" she said,
“And Rev. Fenner cares aboul it, so we
also care ahou i,

Tammy Sanders of Paw Paw was leery
about making the wip because of all the
bl things she had heard abow Mew York,

“It's from oo many TV shows.” she
suid of her New York phobis, “"Bul the
Lord wold me I had o go. And in's beaun-
Tul here. The view over there a those hills
= | was in awe when | got here.”



